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Thus far in the introductions of this book written by John the apostle, we have learned the word “Revelation” means “unveiling or revealed” and is like the “unveiling of a statue” upon the day of it's presentation. We have also learned there are blessings associated with the study of this book for those who “read, hear and keep the words written therein”. This final introduction shall reveal the three divisions of the book of Revelation given to John, and as we study them we shall learn to keep the order of this book in its proper perspective. In Revelation chapter one and verse nineteen we read, 

Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, 

and the things which shall be hereafter;

The first division of this book provided by John is “the things which you have seen”. These are the things of the “past” and relate to the things John saw and recorded in chapter one of this “Revelation”. Whatever is written in chapter one are things John “saw”, and to keep this book in perspective, we must realize what John “saw”. 

The next division of the book is described by John as “the things which are” which are “present things”. These “present things” are recorded by John in the second and third chapters of “Revelation” and relate to the age of the church. John writes to the “seven churches” within chapter two and three, and we shall learn much about the “churches” and church ages in the verses within them.

The final division within the book is described as “ the things which shall be hereafter” or in the future. The word “hereafter” in Greek are the words “meta tauta” which means, “after these things”. The idea is “after the things of the church or church age”. Chapter four and verse one begins with the words, “meta tauta” and repeats the idea that these are the things of the future. By understanding chapters four through twenty-two are in the future, we shall not confuse present things with future, past things with present or otherwise. 

Therefore, as we study this book, let us keep in mind the three divisions of “Revelation” - “the past (Chapter One), the present (Chapters two and three) and the future (Chapters four thru twenty-two)”, and when we do so we shall put some of our confusion to rest and begin to see more clearly what God intends for those who read these words. 
Next time we shall begin the verse by verse study of this book,  so read chapter one and verse one, and we shall join together then.
Until tomorrow…there is more…

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” and the new poetry book "Random Mushrooms" in all major bookstore sites, http://www.amazon.com ; http://www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore.
