The Brother of Low Degree
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As James concluded the first segment of his letter, he told his readers “a double minded man is unstable in all his ways”. In chapter one and verse nine of his letter, James turns his attention toward “the brother of low degree” where we read:

Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: 

The verse begins, “Let the brother of low degree...” James began with the phrase, “Let the brother” or “but, and, moreover allow the glory on account of a fellow believer who is united to another by the bond of affection in Christ” “of low degree” which means “lowly, brought low with grief and humble”. James directed the members of “the twelve tribes scattered abroad” to pay particular attention to those who were in a “humble” state among them.

The verse goes on to say, “... rejoice in that he is exalted:” James continued, “rejoice in” or “glory on account of a thing” “that he” which refers to “the “humble” person, “is exalted” or “ranked in high station”. The “humble” person may be inclined never to rejoice, but when he considers his position in the Lord, he is “ranked in a high station and position”.

When we meditate upon these words of James, we see his exhortation to the “brother of low degree” to “rejoice” or be happy and exuberant in and glory in the fact that he is made to be “humble”. In heaven the person with humility is “exalted”. Humility is necessary to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and those who are wise will see the value in it. Jesus enabled those who suffer and are downtrodden to be lifted up, and when they see their position in Jesus, they have every reason to “rejoice”! 

Next time James shares about “the rich”, so read ahead, and we shall join together then. 

Until tomorrow…there is more…

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, and the new devotional “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” in all major bookstore sites, http://www.amazon.com ; http://www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore.
