The Body is for the Lord

1 Corinthians 6:13

01/30/19
Paul the apostle shared with the church members in Corinth how “All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient”, and he reiterated and added, “all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any”. In chapter six and verse thirteen of First Corinthians, Paul told the church members, “the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body” where we read:

Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. 

Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.
The verse begins, “Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them.” Paul began with the word, “Meats” which means “that which is eaten or food” “for the belly” which refers to “the upper and lower stomach or gullet”, “and the belly” which means “the upper and lower stomach or gullet” “for meats” or “that which is eaten or food”: “but God” which refers to the Godhead bodily and trinity which is comprised of God the Father, Christ the Son and the Holy Spirit” “shall destroy” or “cause to cease, put to an end, do away with, annul and abolish” “both it” which refers to “the food” “and them” or “the food and stomach”. Food and the stomach are physical and temporarily help nourish the “body”, but they shall eventually be “die, put to and end and be abolished” by God. 
The verse continues,  “Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.” Paul added the word, “Now” which means “moreover, and, also” “the body” which refers to “the living corpse or organism of a human” “is not for fornication” or “is not for illicit sexual intercourse including adultery, homosexuality, lesbianism, bestiality or sex with close relatives or a divorced man or woman”, “but” which is a disassociation conjunction that means what is about to be written takes precedence over what was just stated “for the Lord”or “he to whom a person or thing belongs, about which he has power of deciding; master and the title given to God the Messiah”; “and the Lord” which refers to “he to whom a person or thing belongs, about which he has power of deciding; master and the title given to God the Messiah” “for the body” or “the living corpse or organism of a human”. Paul shared how the “physical bodies” of the church members were not to be used for “sexual immorality”, but were to be used to give themselves wholly to “the Lord Jesus”. 

When we consider these words from Paul, we understand the temporary nature of “food, the stomach and the physical body” which shall all eventually “die” or be “put to an end”. The relationship with the Lord Jesus, however, is “eternal” and “everlasting”. Though the church members may have previously used their “bodies” in “immoral sexual activities”, they were no longer to do so. God Almighty created the human body to be used as a “vessel of honor” to contain a person's spirit, and the “body” is used to express love for Jesus Christ. To use the “body” for “fornication” is contrary to it's original purpose, and not only demonstrates “physical” idolatry but “spiritual” idolatry as well. As Christians we are to employ our “physical bodies” to give honor and praise “to the Lord” , and we must keep ourselves from the “physical” desires that are contrary to a relationship with Him.

Next time Paul declares how he and fellow believers shall be, “raised up by the Lord”, so read ahead, and we shall join together then. 

Until tomorrow…there is more…

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, and the new devotional “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” in all major bookstore sites, http://www.amazon.com ; http://www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore.
