 The Time is Short

1 Corinthians 7:29

02/11/19
If the church members in Corinth, according to Paul the apostle, were to “marry”, they had not “sinned”, “and if a virgin marry, she has not sinned”. Paul added, “nevertheless such shall have trouble in the flesh”, and he wrote, “but I spare you”. In chapter seven and verse twenty-nine of First Corinthians, Paul told the church members, “the time is short” where we read:

But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remains, 

that both they that have wives be as though they had none;
The verse begins, “But this I say, brethren, the time is short:” Paul began with the word, “But” which is a disassociation conjunction that means what is about to be written takes precedence over what was just stated “this I say” or “Paul is going to utter, declare and proclaim”, “brethren” which means “fellow believers, united to another by the bond of affection”, “the time” which refers to “in due measure, an opportune, limited or seasonable period” “is short” or “diminished, abridged, drawn together into a brief compass and rolled together, wrapped up and around with bandages or to enshroud”. Paul's concern for all these issues of “virgins” and “marriages” was because “time” or “opportunity” was extremely limited. 
The verse continues, “it remains, that both they that have wives be as though they had none;” Paul added the words, “it remains” which means “it is henceforth, already, beside and moreover”, “that both they” or  “those who are within the church” “that have wives” which means “who are males that are married to women” “be as though” or “be like and even as” “they had none” which means “these married men were not married”. Since the time was “short”, Paul encouraged the “married” church members to be as though they were not “married” at all. 

When we consider these words from Paul, we realize he wrote this almost two thousand years ago and still felt urgency at that time. He believed he was “running out of time”, and the distractions that were sometimes caused by “marriage” would inhibit the “gospel” of Jesus Christ going forth to unbelievers. If Paul declared “the time is short”, how much more should we believe it is “short” today? We are to be the Lord's witnesses of His gospel, and whether we are “married” or “unmarried”, let us be sure that we are sharing the gospel by example and word as we live before others. 

Next time Paul gives instructions to church members who, “weep, rejoice and buy”, so read ahead, and we shall join together then. 

Until tomorrow…there is more…

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, and the new devotional “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” in all major bookstore sites, http://www.amazon.com ; http://www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore.
