New Heavens and New Earth

2 Peter 3:13
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As Peter told of the coming destruction of the heavens and the earth by fire, more than likely it stirred those who read his words. The idea was to have them consider their own attitudes and behaviors knowing that these things would come to pass. In chapter three and verse thirteen Peter gave a description of his outlook while thinking about the pending judgment. He wrote:

Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness. 

The verse begins, “Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth,...” Peter started this verse with, “Nevertheless” or “but, or moreover, in light of”, and then wrote “we”, which makes reference and pays attention to both he and his readers. Peter continued with a validation of the idea he is about to present with“according to his promise”. Because God, who cannot lie, gave His word that these things would occur, they will occur. Peter said “we...look for new heavens and a new earth”. There is a sense of expectancy and assurance in Peter's words. He knows these things will happen just as God promised. 

The verse goes on to say, “wherein dwells righteousness.” Peter takes special efforts to declare what the new heavens and new earth will be like. “Righteousness” or “behavior that is acceptable to God  such as  integrity, virtue, purity of life, correctness of thinking feeling, and acting”will be the ruling condition, and rather than the unrighteous behavior and attitudes that are often reflected in modern society, those who live within the new heavens and earth will align with God's ways and mindset.
As we consider Peter's words, we might be inclined to wonder what these new heavens and earth will be like. Will they have somewhat of the same scenery such as trees, waterfalls, etc. or will they be totally different? We don't really know for sure, but we can with confidence be assured of this – there will be God's righteousness there. That in itself should make us rejoice and give Him praise. While we ponder these things, let us be mindful of the fact that God has all these things in control, and as we align ourselves with Him, we too shall enjoy His overwhelming plan which will be filled with His goodness and right way to be.

Next time we will see how we are to be found by Jesus when He returns, so read ahead, and we shall join together then.

 

Until tomorrow...there is more...

 
Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the  marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, and the new devotional “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” in all major bookstore sites, www.amazon.com ; www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore  
