Charity
1 Corinthians 13:1
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As Paul the apostle continued to share about the “spiritual gifts”, he told the church members in Corinth, “covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet show I unto you a more excellent way”, and in chapter thirteen and verse one of First Corinthians, Paul shared with the Corinthian church about the importance of, “charity”, where we read:

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 

and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.
The verse begins, “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, ...”. Paul began with the words, “though I speak” which means “if and in case that Paul should utter a sound or emit a sound and articulate” “with the tongues” which is the Greek word “glōssa” and means “the language or dialect used by a particular people distinct from that of other nations” “of men” which means “of human beings whether male or female” “and of angels” or “messengers, envoys, one who is sent and a messenger from God”. Paul referred to “speaking” in languages of foreign people or “angels” as he began his next statement. 
The verse continues, “... and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.” Paul added the word, “and have not” which means “do not hold, own or possess” “charity” which is the Greek word “agapē” which means “affection, good will, benevolence and unmerited brotherly love”, “I am become” which means “Paul would have happened, arisen and came upon the stage” “as sounding” or “as a loud reverberating noise or roar” “brass” which means “what is made or hollowed out of money, coins and copper”, “or a tinkling” or “to ringing loudly or clanging” “cymbal” which means “a hollow basin of brass producing a musical sound when struck”. Paul declared a person to be nothing more than a “clanging” “cymbal” if they do not have “unconditional love” within them. 

When we consider these words from Paul, we see the importance of having “agape love” in our lives. Though we possessed the “spiritual gifts” of “tongues” which were used by people and “angels”, it makes no difference unless we have “love” within us. Jesus Christ desires for His church to be a “loving” “body” of people who use the “spiritual gifts” to edify one another, and if we speak in foreign languages without “loving” the ones to whom we speak, we are like “loud, clanging” “cymbals” ringing in their ears. May the Lord help us not only to have His “gifts”, but to employ them in a “love” that is like unto His.  

Next time Paul shares with the church members how if a person has “the gift of prophesy, understanding mysteries, knowledge and faith” “and have not charity” they are “nothing.”, so read ahead, and we shall join together then. 

Until tomorrow…there is more…

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, and the new devotional “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” in all major bookstore sites, http://www.amazon.com ; http://www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore.
