Sacrifices and Offerings for Forty Years

Amos 5:25
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The people of Israel were good at keeping their religious offerings and sacrifices to the LORD, however, they lived their lives in an inconsistent manner to their worship. For this reason, the LORD said, “I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell your solemn assemblies”. He said he would “not accept” their “burnt, meal and peace offerings” and would not listen to “the noise of” their “songs” or “the melody of” their “viols” or musical instruments. He desired for “judgment” and “righteousness” to flow from them, and in chapter five and verse twenty-five, Amos shared how the people of Israel “offered” unto God “sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty years” where we read:

Have you offered unto me sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty years, O house of Israel?

The verse begins, “Have you offered unto me sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty years,...” Amos began with the words, “Have you offered” which means “Have the people of Israel drawn or come near, approached or brought” “unto me” which refers to “the LORD” “sacrifices” or “offerings of righteousness, strife, dead things and annual thanks” “and offerings” which refers to “tributes, presents, oblations, sacrifices and gifts” “in the wilderness” or “the uninhabited land, wilderness or pasture which means desert” “forty years” which means “forty revolutions of time comprising of a whole year”. For “forty year” as they walked through the wilderness the people of Israel worshipped the LORD with “sacrifices and offerings”.

The verse goes on to say, “O house of Israel?” Amos continued, “O house” or “dwelling, habitation, shelter and abode” “of Israel” which means “God prevails” and was “the name of the descendants and the nation of the descendants of Jacob”. The LORD's pointed directly to the country of Israel who were the descendants of Abraham, Issac and Jacob.

When we consider these words of Amos, we may wonder how the people of Israel were able to maintain these “sacrifices and offerings” during their “forty years” of wandering in the desert wilderness. They kept their religious obligations to God, but were also giving time and sacrifices to their false gods as well. We shall see this in the next verse. Jesus Christ came to be the “LORD” of our lives, and we are to keep our obligation and obedience to Him only. Though we may have kept our “religious activities” in check for many years, we must continue to serve the LORD Jesus and keep in our faithfulness only unto Him.

Next time Amos shares about “tabernacles” of false gods,  so read ahead, and we shall join together then. 

Until tomorrow…there is more…

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, and the new devotional “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” in all major bookstore sites, http://www.amazon.com ; http://www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore.
