Captive with the First Captives

Amos 6:7

07/14/18

While Amos the prophet continued to share the LORD's judgment concerning Israel and it's people, he included the manner of “luxurious” living to which the people were accustomed. They “chanted to the sound of the viol, and invented to themselves instruments of music, like David” and drank “wine in bowls” while they “anointed themselves with the chief ointments”. Yet, they were not “grieved for  the affliction of Joseph” which was a reference to those who were afflicted among them. In chapter six and verse seven of his prophesy, Amos shared how these people were to be the “captive with the first captives” who were to be exiled where we read:

Therefore now shall they go captive with the first that go captive, 

and the banquet of them that stretched themselves shall be removed. 

The verse begins, “Therefore now shall they go captive with the first that go captive,...” Amos began with the word, “Therefore” which is a conclusion word that means “on account of, since and wherefore” “now shall they go captive” or “the ones who live luxuriously and without regard to the true day of the LORD will uncover, remove, depart and go in exile” “with the first” or “the head, top, summit, upper part, chief, total, sum, height, front and beginning” “that go captive” which means “those who uncover, remove, depart and go in exile”. The result of those who live luxuriously in Israel while forsaking the principles of the LORD was to be “exiled” among the “first” who would depart their land. 

The verse goes on to say, “...and the banquet of them that stretched themselves shall be removed” Amos continued, “and the banquet” or “cry of joy and revelry” “of them” which refers to “the people in Israel” “that stretched themselves” or “go free, are unrestrained, overrun, exceeding and growing luxuriously” “shall be removed” which means “turned aside, departed, avoided and deposed”. Whereas the people of Israel celebrated with “cries of joy and revelry” in their luxury, they would be “deposed” from their belongings and land.

When we consider these words of Amos, we note there was to be a day of reckoning for those who lived “luxuriously” in Israel. They disregarded the ways of God and faired “sumptuously”, and they were to be first to be “captured” and “exiled” when Israel was overrun by their enemies. God sent His Son Jesus into the world to “set the captive free” and prevent them from eternal “exile” away from Him. Let us consider the manner in which we live, and should we find ourselves living in “luxury” like the people in Israel, let us repent before we know what it means to be “first” among the “exiled”. 

Next time we see Amos shares how the LORD says, “I abhor the excellency of Jacob, and hate his palaces”,  so read ahead, and we shall join together then. 

Until tomorrow…there is more…

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, and the new devotional “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” in all major bookstore sites, http://www.amazon.com ; http://www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore.
