Do Good to All Men

Galatians 6:10

07/30/13

Paul the apostle told the Galatians the importance of sowing to their spirits rather than to their flesh. He gave them instructions concerning support of teachers in the word, and encouraged them not to faint at well doing. Paul is ending the book of Galatians with some good, practical advice concerning behavior toward others. In verse ten of chapter six, he shares about doing good to them.

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all [men], especially unto them who are of the household of faith. 

Paul begins, “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,...” The idea here is not “just in case there happens to be a chance or occasion” but rather while we are living and have the season for planting, sowing, and putting out good seed, let us spend our time doing good to all men. In other words, there will not always be this season of planting for us, and since we are in this time, use it wisely by doing good, and notice “good unto all men” - not just a certain few, or ones we like or certain candidates, but “all” men. The word “all” may be the most challenging part of this verse.

Paul continues, “especially unto them who are of the household of faith.” When we have opportunities to do good to fellow believers in Jesus Christ, we should take advantage of them. It is certainly natural to do good unto those within our own families and to people we like, however Paul's encouragement is to do good “especially” to those within the church. As we read these words we should recall Paul's reason for writing this book was to come against the teachings of the Judaizers who caused division within the church by their doctrine. As these opposing sides reside within the church, doing good to one another may not be an easy task, but nonetheless, Paul exhorts them to do good “especially unto them who are of the household of faith.”

How long has it been since we have purposely done good to others? Are we taking advantage of our “season”, and are we directing our good toward “all men?” Do we pay particularly close attention to doing good to those who are of the household of faith? As we meditate upon Paul's words to the Galatians, perhaps we will find ourselves in need of practicing good again, and as we spread our seed of goodness, may the Lord Jesus Christ give us an abundant harvest of goodness in return.
Next time we will get an indicator of an impairment that belonged to Paul, so read ahead, and let us join together then.
Until tomorrow...there is more...

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation” in all major
bookstore sites, www.amazon.com ; www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore
