Amos Told to Flee to Judah

Amos 7:12
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Amaziah the priest told Jeroboam II king of Israel that Amos the prophet “had conspired against” him “in the midst of the house of Israel”, and he declared their “land” was “not able to bear all his words”. Amaziah told the king that Amos said, “Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall surely be led away captive out of their own land”. In chapter seven and verse twelve of his prophesy, Amaziah told Amos to “flee away into the land of Judah” where we read:

Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O you seer, go, flee away into the land of Judah,

 and there eat bread, and prophesy there:

The verse begins, “Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O you seer, go, flee away into the land of Judah,...” Amos began with the words, “Also Amaziah” whose name means “Jehovah is mighty” and was “a priest of Bethel under Jeroboam II” “said” or “uttered, proclaimed and declared” “unto Amos” who was “the prophet of the Lord who prophesied in the northern kingdom who was native of Tekoa in Judah near Bethlehem and a shepherd by trade”, “O you seer” which means “beholder, visionary and gazer”, “go” or “walk, depart, proceed, move and lead away”, “flee away” or “go through, chase, drive away, put to flight, reach, shoot and hurry away” “into the land” which refers to “the territory, district or region” “of Judah” which means “praised”  and was “the kingdom comprised of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin which occupied the southern part of Canaan after the nation split upon the death of Solomon”. Amaziah's solution to Amos' problematic prophesy was that Amos “depart and proceed” to “Judah”. 

The verse continues, “...and there eat bread, and prophesy there:” Amos added, “and there eat” which means “devour, burn up, consume and feed” “bread” or “grain or bread-corn”, “and prophesy there” which means “declare in that place under the influence of divine spirit”. Amaziah told Amos to sustain his life and do his “prophesying” in a place other than Israel. 

When we consider these words of Amos, we see how the opposition to Amoz, Amaziah, just wanted him to leave. It was his conclusion that Israel would be better off without Amos which is the way the world is with the words of God. Jesus came to share what God is like. He declared, “if you have seen me, you have seen the Father” (John 14:9), and yet, they beat, mocked, spit upon and crucified Him. Some people would rather quiet, displace or remove the words of God, but it does not alter or change the truth, and though Amaziah wanted Amos to leave, Amos' words never did. 

Next time we see Amaziah tell Amos not to “prophesy any more at Bethel”,  so read ahead, and we shall join together then. 

Until tomorrow…there is more…

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, and the new devotional “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” in all major bookstore sites, http://www.amazon.com ; http://www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore.
