Mourning Feasts and Lamentation Songs

Amos 8:10
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When judgment came upon the people of Israel for their abuse of the “poor and needy” among them, the LORD declared through the prophet Amos that He would “cause the sun to go down at noon” and He would “darken the earth in the clear day”. In chapter eight and verse ten of his prophesy, Amos share how God would “turn” their “feasts into mourning, and all” their “songs into lamentation” where we read:

And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day.

The verse begins, “And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation;” Amos began with the words, “And I will turn” which means “overturn or overthrow” “your feasts” which refers to “festival sacrifices or gatherings and pilgrim feasts ” “into mourning” which means “crying, sadness and lamentation”, “and all your songs” or “religious or levitical odes or music” “into lamentation” which means “a dirge, elegy or mournful songs”. The LORD was to alter the “feasts” that are usually celebrated with joyful sounds into “sad” and “lamentable” times and songs. 
The verse continues, “and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head;” Amos added, “and I will bring up” or “spring up, shoot forth, extend and exalt” “sackcloth” which means “a mesh, course and loose cloth, bag or sacking” “upon all loins” which refers to “the hips, lower back which was bound round with a girdle”, “and baldness” or “shaven hair on the crown of the head” “upon every head” which means “the top, summit, upper part, chief, height and front”. When the LORD brings judgment upon Israel, they will clothe themselves with “sackcloth” and shave their heads bald in sadness.
Finally the verse says, “and I will make it as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day.” Amos ended the verse by writing, “and I will make it” or “place, set, appoint and direct the mourning” “as the mourning” which means “crying, sadness and lamentation” “of an only son” or “a solitary and only begotten son”, “and the end thereof” which means “the after or latter part or posterity” “as a bitter day” or “an angry, chafed, discontented, great and heavy division or period of time”. The “lamentation” of Israel will be like those who “mourn” for an only son which shall result in a “chafed or heavy” period of time.
When we think through these words of Amos, we see how God's judgment alters Israel's “feast days” and how they clothed themselves. Rather than rejoicing over the “feast” days, the people of Israel will be “crying and lamenting” while they wear “mourning” clothes. We know this could have been avoided if only they would have repented and turned themselves back to God. Today, Jesus Christ beckons people to receive Him as Savior and LORD. Those who do shall never know this kind of mourning, however, those who don't, shall know indescribable sorrow, lamentation and sadness that shall last for all eternity. 
Next time Amos tells Israel how there shall be “a famine for the word of God”, so read ahead, and we shall join together then. 

Until tomorrow…there is more…

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, and the new devotional “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” in all major bookstore sites, http://www.amazon.com ; http://www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore.
