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As we continue our story, Memucan has given Ahasuerus and the other six princes good counsel about how to respond to Queen Vashti's refusal to appear at the king's feast. A decree was to be sent throughout the entire kingdom that Vashti was banished from the throne and stripped of her royal advantages. The supposed result would be that women everywhere would honor their husbands whether they were small or great, and peace would remain in the kingdom. In chapter one and verse twenty-two, we end the chapter by examining the action taken after the decree was agreed upon. We read:

For he sent letters into all the king's provinces, into every province according to the writing thereof, and to every people after their language, that every man should bear rule in his own house, and that [it] should be published according to the language of every people. 

We read that the king and the princes were pleased with Memucan's suggestion and he did what he said. Therefore the king “sent letters into all the king's provinces, into every province according to the writing thereof, and to every people after their language,...” In other words, the king took thorough and complete action. Rather than say, “Well, that's a great suggestion. We should probably do that. It would probably have a great effect. Maybe we should do that.” King Ahasuerus “sent letters”, and not just some, but into “all the king's provinces”. His action was empire wide, and even if people spoke a different language in some of the provinces, he sent letters in their languages as well. King Ahasuerus was purposed to let everyone know this decree.

There was a reason for King Ahasuerus' direct and extensive action, “that every man should bear rule in his own house, and that [it] should be published according to the language of every people.” King Ahasuerus desired that men in every household bear the rule. Perhaps we remember Memucan's conclusion that if it were published that Queen Vashti refused King Ahasuerus' invitation, chaos would occur throughout the great empire. Sending these letters would stop that effort in its tracks, and order would remain. Peace would be the result. This response was so necessary that it is repeated “it should be published according to the language of every people.”
We can note one thing about King Ahasuerus as we think about this story. He was a man of action, and let us not forget that King Ahasuerus is soon to be introduced to Esther who is the main earthly character within this book. This first chapter has given us a brief look at the man and the circumstances that God is going to use to fulfill his sovereign plan. As we reflect upon Ahasuerus' actions today, let us be reminded that God Almighty is subject to use different people and circumstances within our lives as we accomplish His purpose and plan. Our position must be to realize this and to take action according to His Divine ways.
Next time we will begin a new chapter and see Ahasuerus' reaction after the decree was carried out, so read ahead, and we shall join together then. 
Until tomorrow...there is more...
Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation” and the new marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married” in all major bookstore sites, www.amazon.com ; www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore.
