By Words Justified or Condemned
Matthew 12:37
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Matthew the apostle wrote how Jesus said, “every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment”, and in chapter twelve and verse thirty-seven of his book, Matthew shared how Jesus said, “by your words you shall be justified” or “condemned” where we read:
For by your words you shall be justified, and by you words you shall be condemned.   

The verse reads, “For by your words you shall be justified, ...” Matthew began with the word, “for” which means “because, since and on account that” “by your words or “through and by means of the Pharisees and the multitude's utterances, proclamations and declarations” “you shall be justified” which means “the Pharisees and the multitude will be rendered righteous, evinced, pronounced and as they ought to be”. Matthew shared how Jesus told His listeners they would be “rendered righteous” by the words they speak.   
The verse continues, “... and by your words you shall be condemned.” Matthew added the words, “and by your words” which means “and through and by means of the Pharisees and the multitude's utterances, proclamations and declarations” “you shall be condemned” or  “the Pharisees and the multitude will be judged and pronounced guilty”. Matthew shared how Jesus told His listeners they would also be “pronounced guilty” by the words they speak. 
When we think through Matthew's words in this verse, we see there are two different fates awaiting those who use their words - “justified” or “condemned”. Jesus told His listeners it was from the “abundance of the heart” that their “mouths speak”, and whatever they say will bring either “righteousness” or “condemnation” upon them. God desires to have a loving relationship with every person through His Son Jesus, and when they submit their lives to Him, He will not only refine and cleanse their hearts, but will also make what they say have a “righteous” end. 
Next time Matthew shares how the Pharisees said, “we would see a sign from you”, so read ahead, and we shall join together then.
Until tomorrow…there is more…

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” and the new poetry book "Random Mushrooms Volumes I and II" and the new novel "Elizabeth County" in all major bookstore sites, http://www.amazon.com ; http://www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore.
