Not Without an Oath

Hebrews 7:20
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According to the writer of Hebrews, “the law made nothing perfect”, but because Jesus brought in “a better hope” we are able to “draw near to God” . In chapter seven and verse twenty of Hebrews the writer tells how Jesus was “made a priest” “not without an oath” where we read:

And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest:

The verse begins, “And inasmuch as not without an oath...”. The writer began with the word, “And inasmuch” which means “and down from, throughout, according to and toward” “as not without” or “not separate, apart, without any and besides” “an oath” which means “an affirmation made or taken”. “Melchisedec”, who was a theophany or Old Testament appearance of Jesus, had no need for a law or “oath” to be established. 

The verse goes on to say, “...he was made priest:”. The writer continued with the words, “he was made” or “fashioned, styled and designed ” “priest” which means “one who is dedicated to sacred rites and things”. “Melchisedec” or Jesus was designated as a “priest”. 

When we meditate upon these words in Hebrews, we see how the need for a law to be established for “Melchisedec” or Jesus to be a “priest” was not necessary. He was and is the “lawgiver”, and since he was perfect and without sin, there was no need for “an oath” to be made. Jesus Christ is the “great high priest”, Savior and Lord, and when we submit our lives to Him, we have aligned ourselves not only with the law, but also with the “perfect” lawgiver. 

Next time the writer shares how the Levite “priest were made without an oath”, so read ahead, and we shall join together then. 

Until tomorrow…there is more…

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, and the new devotional “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” in all major bookstore sites, http://www.amazon.com ; http://www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore.
