Gladness and Reputation

Philippians 2:29

10/28/14

As Paul the apostle concluded his statements concerning Epaphroditus the Philippians' pastor, he desired to send him back to them from his present visit and knew that when they saw him they would rejoice. In chapter two and verse twenty-nine of the letter to the Philippians Paul gives the church members more instructions about how they should receive their precious minister. He wrote:

Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness; and hold such in reputation: 

The verse begins, “Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness;” Because Paul knew the church members would be excited to see their pastor once again, he gives them a presumptive charge to “Receive him therefore” which means to welcome him back “in the Lord” which is “is a title of honor expressive of respect and reverence, with which servants greet their master”, and to do so “with all gladness” or “the cause or occasion of joy”. The church in Philippi was to welcome their pastor home with respect, reverence and hearts filled with joy when he arrived.
The verse continues, “and hold such in reputation:” Paul adds this instruction - “hold such in reputation” which means “to lay hold to or cling to” the idea of being “held in honor, prized, and precious”. In other words the Philippians were to hold dear and preserve the honor and preciousness of their pastor. 

If we use our imaginations we might be able to picture what it was like for the Philippians to receive Epaphroditus again. It may have been a homecoming and welcoming like he had never had before. There was joy, celebration, honor and respect for their pastor arriving, and because he was sick unto death on his mission, they received him back with a sense of gratitude and relief. What if we were to be given these instructions about our pastors? Would we honor Paul's request? Would we, and do we, receive our pastors “in the Lord with all gladness” or in some other manner? Do we “hold such in reputation” or do we not honor them at all? Hopefully we have a relationship with our pastors that is like unto the Philippians with Epaphroditus which makes this exercise effortless, however, if our relationship is estranged with our pastors for some reason, perhaps it is time to pray for them and ourselves to align with the plan that God put in place for the church.

Next time Paul gives the Philippians instructions for receiving Epaphroditus, so read ahead, and we shall join together then.

Until tomorrow...there is more...

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, and the new devotional “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” in all major bookstore sites, www.amazon.com ; www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore. 
