Things Counted Loss for Christ 

Philippians 3:7
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As an example of the weakness of the flesh to accomplish a relationship with God, Paul listed his characteristics which set him above every other outward attempt to comply with the law. His life exemplified the ultimate compliance with every aspect including his birth, life, occupation and livelihood, and still these were not enough to gain a relationship with Christ. In chapter three and verse seven of Philippians Paul shares his evaluation of all these great accomplishments where he wrote:

But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 

The verse begins, “But what things were gain to me,...” Paul's heritage and acquired groupings were a “gain” or “advantage” to him, however, let us notice once again his use of the word “But” to begin this phrase. We know that when we see the word “but” in the scriptures it means that what is about to be stated usually takes precedence over what was just written. Paul called his heritage “gain” however there was something more that Paul wanted say about it.

The verse goes on to say, “...those I counted loss for Christ.” Paul “counted loss” which means “to deem or reckon” “damage” the things which he listed before. As far as Paul was concerned although his list of acquired and engaged attributes were worthy of man's attention, they were nothing compared to what “Christ” did in his life. Though his characteristics might be enviable before people, Paul said they were nothing in comparison to what “Christ” did for him.

Paul's evaluation of his accomplishments and attributes should prompt us all to think about our own traits. What things would we say are “gain” to us if we were asked, and how do they affect our relationship with “Christ”? Would we trade them for our relationship with Him? Would we think ourselves somehow worthy because of our past successes or triumphs? As we ponder these things, we should be humbled and inspired by the words of Paul and realize the wonderful blessing that we have to be in a relationship with Jesus Christ. All things that seemed “gain” to us should be “counted loss” when we compare them to what Jesus has done for anyone who will receive Him as Savior and Lord.

Next time we see Paul tell the Philippians more of what he counted loss for Christ, so read ahead, and we shall join together then.

Until tomorrow...there is more...

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, and the new devotional “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” in all major bookstore sites, www.amazon.com ; www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore.
