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Paul has been exhorting Titus about the doctrine he is to share with the aged men and women and the young women and men. Now Paul's attention is directed toward Titus himself. It is important that Titus be an example before those he is teaching, and so Paul writes to him in chapter two and verse seven:

In all things showing yourself a pattern of good works: in doctrine [showing] uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 

Paul first emphasizes the areas Titus should be concerned with his behavior and attitudes, “In all things showing yourself a pattern of good works.” Let's suppose for a moment that Titus wasn't concerned for his behavior. What would people who listened to Titus think? If Titus had behavior that didn't match his words, people would disregard and disrespect him. However, if Titus is careful to behave in a way that is in keeping with words, people will regard what he says, and they are more inclined to obey them. “In all things” is quite a widespread area, however, there needs to be a complete pattern demonstrated for others to believe him.

Paul adds that Titus must show himself a “pattern of good works.” Titus' works are those activities that he undertakes whether it be by his art, mind or by hand. Any act or deed that he decides to do must be done in a manner that is well spoken of, genuine, and praiseworthy. They should be morally good, noble, honorable, and having a comforting and confirming affect to them as well. In other words, whatever Titus puts his hand to he must have a consciousness and awareness that he is affecting others by what he does. This is an area all of us would do well to follow.

Next Paul gives a specific area where Titus should demonstrate a good pattern, “in doctrine.” Once again Paul employs the words “doctrine” which as a reminder means “teachings, instruction, that which is taught or a precept.” Earlier in this chapter Paul exhorted Titus to teach sound doctrine, and now Paul says that Titus must demonstrate the doctrine he teaches.

If Titus wondered how he was to keep and demonstrate this doctrine, Paul the apostle makes it very clear in three divisions at the end of this verse. The first is “showing uncorruptness” which means sound of mind, having integrity, and incorruptible. The person who shares doctrine with others must be a person of integrity. Although all of us make mistakes, we must align ourselves before others in such a manner that the way we live is a demonstration for others to live. If we, like Titus, are to teach others we must first examine ourselves lest we teach them ways that are contrary to God.
Next Paul adds that Titus must show sound doctrine in “gravity.” The idea here is having a character which entitles reverence and respect, dignity, majesty and sanctity. It denotes honor and purity. If Titus is to be effective at all in the doctrine he teaches, then he must be a person who is honorable and respected. Once again no one person is perfect, but this must be the standard by which Titus measured himself.
Finally Paul says that Titus must demonstrate his doctrine in “sincerity”. Titus must keep his doctrine with perpetuity. He must be bona fide, with earnestness, frankness and genuineness. In other words his life must be conducted with honor, impartiality, and truth. The veracity in which Titus lives his life will be the greatest demonstration of that which he really believes. As the old saying goes, “your actions are speaking so loudly that I cannot hear a word you are saying.”
When we examine closely what Paul told Titus, Paul's words may seem intimidating and out of reach for most of us. However, when these type of challenges are placed before us, we must realize not only our own lack but also our own Lord Jesus who is able to help us in these areas. As we examine ourselves today and measure ourselves by the standards which are placed before Titus, we must ask, “Do others see doctrine in me that measures up to not only what I say but what God says should be done?” If we are honest, we will probably all be on our knees asking for help.
Next time we will continue to look at the ways Titus is to live before his congregation, so read ahead, and we shall join together then.
Until tomorrow...there is more...
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