A Fornicator or Profane Person

Hebrews 12:16
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The Hebrew writer exhorted his readers to be “looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God”, and he warned “lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled”. In chapter twelve and verse sixteen of Hebrews the writer shares with his readers how there  should be “any fornicator, or profane person” among them where we read:

Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, 

who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright.

The verse begins, “Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau,...”. The writer began with the words, “Lest there be any”  which means “neither allowing some certain one to be a” “fornicator” which refers to “one who prostitutes his body to another's lust for hire and indulges in unlawful sexual intercourse”, “or profane person” which means “or an unhallowed, common and ungodly”, “as Esau” whose name means “hairy” and was “was the eldest son of Isaac and twin brother of Jacob”. The readers of Hebrews were to pay particular attention to “peace” and “holiness” because not doing so would lead them to spiritual “fornication” and “unhallowed and ungodly” behavior. 

The verse continues, “...who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright.”. The writer added the words, “who for one morsel of meat” or “to obtain one small piece of meat or eating” “sold” which means “delivered, gave away for his own profit what was owned and requited” “his birthright” or “Esau's right or advantages of the first born son”. Esau exchanged his “rights and advantages of the first born son” for a simple bowl of pottage. (See Genesis 25:29-34)

When we meditate upon these words in Hebrews, we see once again the writer's emphasis upon pursuing “peace” and “holiness”. Should the readers of Hebrews ignore these, they would subject themselves to “spiritual fornication” and “ungodly” living. The example put before them was “Esau” who sold his “birthright” or future advantage for a temporary bowl of pottage. Jesus Christ came to show us an “eternal” advantage with God, and lest we be like “Esau”, let us “look diligently” toward “peace” and “holiness”. 

Next time  the writer shares more about Esau “when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected”, so read ahead, and we shall join together then. 

Until tomorrow…there is more…

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, and the new devotional “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” in all major bookstore sites, http://www.amazon.com ; http://www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore.
