A Multitude of the Physically Ill
John 5:3
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John the apostle wrote how, “there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches”, and in chapter five and verse three of his book, John shared how there, “lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water” where we read:                              
In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, 

waiting for the moving of the water.
The verse reads, “In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, ...”. John began with the words, “In these lay a great multitude” or “upon the five porches at the pool of Bethesda lie a large and massive group” “of impotent folk” which means “of weak, needy, poor and sick people”, “of blind” or “of people who could not see or had opaque or smokey vision”, “halt” which means “maimed, deprived of foot, limping and cripple”, “withered” or “people who were deprived of their natural juices, shrunk, wasted and withered”. John shared how there was a large number of people who were suffering from physical ailments surrounding the pool at “Bethesda”. 
The verse continues, “... waiting for the moving of the water.” John added the words, “waiting for the moving” which means “expecting and looking for the agitation and stirring” “of the water” or “of the water which was in the pool”. John shared how the people who were lying on the “five porches” were expecting and looking for the “water” in the “pool of Bethesda” to move. 
When we consider John's words in this verse, we learn that people who were “sick and infirm” were sitting and lying on the five porches “watching” for the water in the “pool” to “stir or move”. We shall see why the “moving of the water” was so important in our next verse, but let it suffice us to know that this scene is being set for Jesus to manifest His miracle working power again. God wants every person to know Him in a personal way through His Son Jesus, and when they yield their life to Him, He will forgive their sins, grant them everlasting life and be present with them in their every need. 
Next time John shares how, “an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water”, so read ahead, and we shall join together then. 
Until tomorrow…there is more…

Look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” and the new poetry book "Random Mushrooms Volumes I and II" and the new novel "Elizabeth County" in all major bookstore sites, http://www.amazon.com ; http://www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore. All references are from "Strongs Concordance".
