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In the book of Proverbs Solomon said, “he that is greedy of gain troubles his own house; but he that hates gifts shall live”, and in chapter fifteen and verse twenty-eight of Proverbs Solomon said, “the heart of the righteous studies to answer” where we read,
The heart of the righteous studies to answer: but the mouth of the wicked pours out evil things.

The verse begins, “The heart of the righteous studies to answer:” Solomon began with the words, “the heart” or “the soul, mind, will, desires, living being, conscience and seat of emotions and affections” “of the righteous” which means “belonging to people who are right, just, lawful and correct” “studies to answer” or “muses, devises, plots and thinks carefully before responding, testifying and speaking”. Solomon shared how the soul, mind and will of people who are just and correct think carefully in advance of responding.
The verse goes on to say, “but the mouth of the wicked pours out evil things.” Solomon continued with  the words, “but the mouth” or “however, nonetheless, notwithstanding and moreover the orifice in the face used for eating, drinking and speaking” “of the wicked” which means “belonging to the criminal, guilty of crimes, evil and hostile to God” “pours out evil things” or “belches, emits and gushes forth bad, disagreeable, malignant and miserable deeds and actions”. Solomon said the orifice in the face belonging to people who are evil and hostile to God disburses wicked and miserable actions and deeds.  
When we consider the words in this verse, we learn through Solomon how to respond to questions and people we encounter in our lives. Rather than spew out whatever comes to our minds, God wants us to think through what we have to say. God sent His Son Jesus into the world to die on the cross for the  sins of all people, and the unredeemed soul often is revealed by the rash and ill-advised responses they give. When we yield to Jesus, He will forgive our sins, grant us everlasting life and teach us to use our “mouths” only after thinking through what we desire to say. 
Next time Solomon says, “the LORD is far from the wicked”, so read ahead, and we shall join together then. 
Until tomorrow…there is more…


See more devotionals on the website "thewordfortodaywithray.com" or look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” and the new poetry book "Random Mushrooms Volumes I and II" and the new novel "Elizabeth County" in all major bookstore sites, http://www.amazon.com ; http://www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore. All references are from "Strongs Concordance".
