When You Sit to Eat with a Ruler
Proverbs 23:1
02/28/25
In the book of Proverbs Solomon said, “see you a man diligent in his business? He shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean mean”, and in chapter twenty-three and verse one of Proverbs Solomon shared what to do, “when you sit to eat with a ruler” where we read,
When you sit to eat with a ruler,

consider diligently what is before you.

The verse begins, “When you sit to eat with a ruler, ...” Solomon began with the words, “when you sit to eat” or “at the time and moment you, the readers and listeners to Solomon's words, dwell, remain, abide and are seated” “with a ruler” which means “alongside one who reigns, has dominion and governs”. Solomon referred to the time that his readers and listeners would be seated alongside one who reigns and has dominion. 
The verse goes on to say, “... consider diligently what is before you.” Solomon continued with the words, “consider diligently” or “discern, understand and perceive carefully” “what is before you” which means “concerning that which is in the face, front and presence of you, readers and listeners to Solomon's words”. Solomon instructed his readers and listeners to carefully discern that which is placed in front of them.  
When we meditate upon the words in this verse, we discover through Solomon how we must be careful when we are in front of rulers and authorities because we do not know the intentions with what they present. God knows all people, and He loves us. He sent His Son Jesus into the world to die on the cross for the sins of all mankind, and when we yield our lives to Him, He will forgive our sins, grant us everlasting life and teach us to be careful at the time and moment we are in the presence of rulers and authorities. 
Next time Solomon shares what to do, “if you be a man given to appetite”, so read ahead, and we shall join together then. 
Until tomorrow…there is more…


See more devotionals on the website "thewordfortodaywithray.com" or look for the daily devotional book “Equipped for Battle – From Generation to Generation”, the marriage book “So, You Want to Be Married”, “One Year in the Sermon on the Mount” and the new poetry book "Random Mushrooms Volumes I and II" and the new novel "Elizabeth County" in all major bookstore sites, http://www.amazon.com ; http://www.barnesandnobles.com ; download to e-books, and find it locally at www.mrzlc.com/bookstore. All references are from "Strongs Concordance".
